Schreiner Memorial Library
Board of Trustees
Art Policy
Philosophy
The Schreiner Memorial Library seeks a mutually beneficial and cooperative relationship with the local art community, in order to foster its mission to provide informational, educational, cultural, and recreational services to the community. Such a collaborative relationship will supplement and enhance the Library’s collection, resources, and programming and provide cultural opportunities to library patrons. 

Goals for the Policy
The Schreiner Memorial Library Art Policy provides a framework for the growth and development of displays and collections in support of the library’s mission. It is the library’s goal to present our community with artwork and displays that reflect a wide range of views, expressions, opinions and interests. Exhibits and displays are intended for the cultural, informational, and recreational enjoyment of our residents.

Art Program Mission
Schreiner Memorial Library is dedicated to enriching the library experience of its patrons by:
· Enhancing community appreciation of the arts.
· Presenting a variety of works by artists as well as exhibitions of an educational and/or historical significance.
· Providing opportunities for library visitors to encounter original artwork and increase their visual literacy.
· Helping local and regional artists to expand their public exposure while remaining open to artists working on a national or international level.

Temporary Displays
Exhibits should complement the mission of the Schreiner Memorial Library.  The library reserves the right to use its display areas at any time for its own display needs.
The Library Director, or designee, is responsible for selecting temporary displays based on the library’s needs and appropriateness to the display space available.
Schreiner Memorial Library offers several locations for exhibiting art:
· Wall displays in the Community Room area
· Display showcases in the entrance vestibule
· The possibility for site-specific and event-specific displays throughout the library
Exhibits vary in duration depending on the space involved and local demand.  We remind potential artists that many members of the public, including children and families, use Schreiner Memorial Library; the Library Director reserves the right to determine what work is appropriate for each space.
Schreiner Memorial Library assumes no responsibility for the preservation, protection, or possible damage or theft of any item displayed or exhibited. Items presented for display are offered at the owner’s risk. Items must be removed at the time specified by the Library Director or designee.

Criteria for Selection
General criteria for selecting library displays are listed below. An item need not meet all of the criteria in order to be acceptable.
· Artistic merit
· Contemporary significance, popular interest or permanent value
· Prominence, authority and/or competence of artist
· Attention of critics and reviewers
· Potential for public interest
· Timeliness of material
· Relation to existing collections and exhibitions
· Statement of challenging, original or alternative point of view
· Authenticity of historical, regional or social setting

Policy for Gifts of Artwork
The Library Board and the Library Director will consider prospective gifts and/or purchases of artwork in order to determine the appropriateness for inclusion in the Schreiner Memorial Library collection.
Work will be considered based on the following criteria:
· Artwork acquired by the Library should be of sufficiently high artistic merit to warrant inclusion in the library collection. This generally requires that the works be unique pieces created by artists of established reputation or recognized potential.
· Artwork should be compatible with the mission of the library.
· Artwork must be durable, sound, non-hazardous, and maintainable in terms of the nature of the materials.
The Library Board and the Library Director will consider all artwork offered as a gift to Schreiner Memorial Library. In addition to the criteria above, the Board will consider the significance of artwork as it relates to the library’s presence within the community.
Schreiner Memorial Library will provide recognition to all individuals, groups and/or corporations who donate services, financial support or gifts of art to the Library. Appropriate recognition will be determined through consultation with the donor and will generally be consistent with the recognition given to library donors. Display of accepted artwork is at the discretion of the Schreiner Memorial Library. There is no obligation for acceptance or display.

De-Acquisition of Artwork
The Schreiner Memorial Library will strive to retain all works accepted as gifts, but does retain the right to de-acquisition any items if it is seen to be in the best interest of the library.

Administration of This Policy
The Library Director is responsible for the administration and interpretation of this policy.

Adoption
[bookmark: _GoBack]This policy has been adopted by action of the Library Board of Trustees on the 13th day of September, 2023. 
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Matthew Pennekamp, Board President

